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2 CHRON. XX. 5—13. 


And Fehoſhaphat feed in the congregation of Fudah and Feruſalent, 
in the houſe of the Lord before the new court And all Fudat 


flood before the Lord with their little ones, their wives, and their 
children. 


IN the beginning of this chapter we find, 
that the children of Moab and Ammon, 
with ſome other idolatrous nations, particu- 
larly the Edomites (for the children of 
Mount Seir are mentioned in the twenty- 
ſecond verſe) confederate and came againſt 
Jehoſhaphat to battle. I hey were a great 
company, probably more than a million of 
men. This vaſt multitude had ſuddenly 
invaded Judah, and were come within less 
than two days march of the capital, for 
they were in Hazazon-tamar, which 1s 
called En- gedi in the ſecond verſe. King 
Jehoſhaphat being informed of this, pro- 
claimed a faſt throughout all Judah, which 
was ſolemnly obſerved, vertes three and 
four. The inhabitants of Judah appeared 
before the Lord in the courts of the temple, 
with their wives and children, and Jeho- 
ſhaphat offered up to Almighty God, that 
prayer, which is the ground of this diſcourſe, 
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wherein he profeſſes the entire dependence 
they had upon God, and their belief of his 
omnipotent power and ſupreme dominion ; 
owns his merciful appearing for their de- 
liverance, pleads the juſtice of their cauſe, 
and their relation to him as his people, and 
humbly and earneſtly implores his aid and 
help againſt that great company that came 
againſt him. And to pleaſing to God was 
this public act of national piety, that Je- 
hothaphat's prayer was no ſooner ended, 
but the ſpirit of God came on one of the 
aſſembly, and by him aſſured the King and 
people of a complete victory, which the 
next day was granted, verſes 14, 18. 


Now by this prayer of good King Je- 
hoſhaphat, we are directed in what manner 
to icek the favour of God; what motives 
we may urge with him, and on what 
2 we may hope that he will hear and 

elp us. And the complete victory granted 
in anſwer to it, ſhould greatly encourage 
our expectation of the ſucceſs of our arms, 
it, in hike manner, we addreſs ourſelves to 
God, now when our ſoldiers are going 
forth againſt our enemies. From this 
prayer of King Jehoſhaphat, I ſhall raiſe 
the following obſervations : 


1. That humble and earneſt prayer to 
God for his bleſſing on our arms, is one 
good qualification for obtaining his 1 
20 | 2 8 an | 


1 
and one good reaſon for expecting a 
racious aniwer. For, ſhould we neglect 
the duty of prayer to God, and put our 
truſt in an arm of fleſh, he might give us 
to know, by confounding our devices, that 
it is not in man that walketh, to direct his 
ſteps; but, if we, by ſincere prayer, ad- 
dreis ourielves to him, for his bleſſing on 
our arms, it would honour him, argue a 
knowledge of our 1gnorance, weaknets, 
and inſufficiency, for the arduous and diſ- 
agreeable taſk ; and, very probable, obtain 
his favour, the acceptance of our prayers, 
and his bleſſing on our arms. | 


2. That the almighty power and ſupreme 
dominion of God, are a good toundation, 
on which to build our Knee of ſucceſs 
againſt our enemies. He 1s the Creator of 
all worlds, the moral governor of ours ; 
his arm is omnipotent, and his providence 
univerſal. He rules over all creatures, ra- 
tional and irrational, animate and inani- 
mate, whether they be heavenly bodies, air, 
water, earth, vegetables, animals, or ra- 
tional ſpirits ; and the great variety, excel- 
lent order, rapid motion, exquiſite beauty, 
and mutual ſubſerviency of all things to the 
good of one another, are proofs of the ex- 

iſtence, and manifeſtations of the myſte- 
rious nature and manifold perfe&tions of 
God; and, as we are his workmanthip, and 
under his dominion, we may, It we be 

approved 
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approved by him, with unſhaken confi- 
dence, depend upon him for ſucceſs. 


3- That our being devoted to the wor- 
ſhip of the One living and true God, in 
oppolition to the 1dolatries of our enemies, 
is a good plea to be urged with God in 
Mw They that lightly eſteem the One 
iving and true God, and worſhip Gods of 
their own invention ; or, that worſhip the 
living God, by applying to finite beings to 
intercede with God for them, and offer up 
their devotion to, or through viſible images, 
made of gold, filver, wood, or ſtone, can- 
not be ſo well-pleaſing in his ſight, as they 
that worſhip him as the Holy Scriptures 
direct, in ſpirit and in truth. Therefore, 
if we be ſpiritual and true worſhippers, we 
may uſe that, as a plea with God, when we 
call on his holy name. 


4. That paßt inſtances of the ſignal and 
merciful appearance of God in our favour, 
ſhould be gratefully acknowledged in a 
time of new diſtreſs, and are very proper to 
{ſupport our faith in God. And here, I 
hope it will be pardonable, and not alto- 
\ gether unneceſſary or uſeleſs, if I, at ſome 

| act take notice of ſome of the many 
deliverances God has wrought out for this 
nation. | 


1. From Popery by the reformation ; when 
the whole nation was overſpread with Po- 


pith 
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iſh darkneſs, ignorance, ſuperſtition, and 
idolatry, which continued for a a 
ber of years, it pleaſed God to bring forth 
light out of darkneſs. He raiſed up the 
learned and judicious Wickliff, and Lord 
Cobham, both which perſons made a con- 
ſiderable ſtaud againſt the errors of Popery. 
Wickliff tranſlated the Holy Bible from the 
Latin into our mother tongue. To this 
Bible he wrote a large preface, wherein he 
openly expoſed the 40 of the 
Romiſh clergy, condemned the worſhip- 
ping of ſaints, denied the doctrine of tranſ- 
jubſtantiation, and earneſtly exhorted the 
people to e the Scriptures This was 
the means of opening their eyes to ſee 
through the myſtery of Popery. Though 
the reformation was not perfectly brought 
about till upwards of an hundred and eighty 
years afterwards, yet now the firſt * of 


it were ſown, which grew uptby degrees to 
maturity. 


As ſoon almoſt as the reformation was 
begun, it underwent an eclipſe all on a 
4 and was nigh to its being extin- 
guithed by the return of Popery. Surely 
every one hath heard, what havock and 
devaſtation the firſt Queen Mary made! In 
her reign nothing was heard of but chains 
and impriſonments, fire and faggots, and 
all forts of cruelty, which then raged againſt 
Proteſtants. But as this reign was a bloody 
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one, ſo God ſuffered it to be but ſhort. 
This ſtorm happily blew over. 


The next reign was that of Queen Eliza- 
beth, whoſe reign was long and ſteady; 
who, as the was carried through the accla- 
mations of the people, in Cheapſide, re- 
ceived the Holy bible, kiſſed it, and put it 
to her breaſt, ſaying, + This is my chief 
delight, and ſhall be the rule of my 
„ government.“ Even the Biſhops met 
her, and ſhe kindly received them all, but 
Bonner, whom the looked upon as one de- 
filed with blood ; the thought that ſhewing 
reſpect to a perſon io polluted, would ſeem 
to give countenance to his crimes. During 
her long reign, the Papiſts were conſtantly 
endeavouring to deprive us of the Pro- 
teſtant religion, and our civil liberties. 
The Pope, firſt of all, anathematized her 
as an Heretick, abſolved her {ubjects from 
their oath of allegiance, and then per- 
ſuaded the King of Spain to aſſiſt him in 
an invaſion, that they might, by force of 
arms, root out the Proteſtant religion. 


Accordingly a prodigious armament was 
rocured, called the Spaniſh Armada; and 
in this grand undertaking, they ſo mightily 
prided themſelves, that they ſtiled it in- 
vincible. This Armada conſiſted of the 
gre: teſt fleet of ſhips that had ever appeared 
on the Britith feas. Lord Bacon men- 
tions 
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tions one hundred and thirty, of which 
ſeventy-two were like floating caſtles. 
Others reckon one hundred and fifty lar 
ſhips, beſides a great number of {ſmall 
vellels. They were manned with thirty 
thouland ſoldiers and mariners, who ex- 
pected to have been joined and aſſiſted by 
fifty thouſand ſoldiers from the Netherlands, 
under the Duke of Parma. 


But now when nothing could be expected 
but the ruin of the nation, God, the Al- 
mighty Governor of the world, who hath 
the winds and ſeas at his diſpoſal, blew our 
enemies into deſtruction: they were driven 
on rocks, and upon one another, by tem- 
peſt; and ſo diiperſed and thaken, that but 
few of either men or thips, returned to 
Spain. Lord Charles Howard and Sir Fran- 
cis Drake, fought thoſe of them that had 
eſcaped the ſtorms, to bravely, that they 
ſcattered and deſtroyed them to a very few; 
which was a molt terrible wound to Spain 
in her naval {trength. Thus he that fitteth 
in heaven laughed them to icorn, and de- 
rided their vain boaitings. 


2. From the Gunp wder Plot. Now one 
would have thought, the Papilts would 
have given over all further attempts againſt 
us: but, behold, in the very next reign, 
that of James the firit, the moit monſtrous 
of all their efforts; the very maſter-piece 
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of popiſni wickedneſs was produced in this 
reign; I mean the Gunpowder Plot, in the 
year 1605. No looner did the Papiſts fee 
that King James was not for their turn, 
than they deviſed the moſt horrid and com- 


pendious ſcheme of ruin that ever was 


conceived; which was to deſtroy, at one 
blow, the very ſtrength and flower of the 
kingdom, the three eſtates of the realm, 
the King, the Lords, and Commons, when 
ſitting, by thirty-ſix barrels of gunpowder, 
and to to murder the whole nation in its 
repreſentatives. This was a contrivance of 
deſperate malice, complicated miſchief, and 
of expeditious and extenſive ruin. Were 
we to ranſack the records of time, and me- 
morials of all ages, it would be very 
difficult to find any thing in hiſtory, equal 
in horror and guilt, and fo dreadfully 
ſhocking and deteſtable, as the Gunpowder 
Plot. This contrivance was of ſuch a 
nature, as neither wiſdom could foreſee, 
nor power defeat ; there was no poſlibility 
of, guarding againſt it. The contrivance 
and preparation being wholly out of view, 


none could be apprized cf it before hand ; 


and the execution being 1o quick and fatal, 
like lightening, an eſcape was utterly im— 
pcfſible. The ruin would have been 
diffuſive, it would have taken in friends, as 
well as enemics, which, conſequently was, 
under God, the very means that prevented 
its execution. The hand of God was viſible 
in 


11 
in the diſcovery, for it was brought to paſs 
by the moſt unlikely and improbable means. 
A popith Cardinal ſaid, it was not diſco- 
vered without a miracle of Providence. 


3. From Popery and arbitrary power under 
King James the ſecond, by the Revolution. 
The Papiſts having at laſt got a Prince 
upon the throne, who was confeſſedly of 
their own perſuaſion, they now ventured to 
pull off the maſk, which they had hitherto 
worn; and made ſuch haſty, open, and 
violent advances upon our religions and 
civil liberties, that the reformation loſt 
ground daily. And they had within the 
compaſs of four years, nearly demoliſhed 
that comely ſtructure, which had been above 
an hundred years in rearing. Now Popery 
began every where to appear openly, and 
the doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance, were preached up and inculcated 
on mens conſciences, under pain of dam- 
nation. Then did the nation ſwarm with 
Jeſuits and popith Emiſſaries of every fort, 
as with locuſts. The Papilts now declared 
it was a great evil to ſay any thing in de- 
fence of the proteſtant religion and liber— 
ties, and ſome of thoſe who had the courage 
to appear in the defence of them, were 
preſently impriſoned as offenders againſt 
the King's perſon and government. 


But this was but the ſurface of the eval, 
for the very foundations of liberty and pro- 
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wy pry were ſtruck at, rights and privileges 
ame precarious, and we were liable to 
be ſtripped at pleatu.e of our ancient char- 
ters and immunities, unle(s we would re- 
deem them by illegal compliances. The 
very militia of the kingdom, was, a great 
part of it, put into the hands of profeſt 
Papiſts. I he freedom of Parliaments was in- 
fringed, and the Sovereign, in league with 
France, aſſumed an unheard of power of 
diſpenſing with the laws; thus was our 
conſtitution ſubverted. Under the tenſe of 
thoſe miſeries, and the proſpect of their 
being rendered perpetual, the hearts of all 
ſerious and conſiderate Proteſtants, began 
to melt, and to fail them, for fear of thoſe 
things that were then coming upon them. 
To ipeak in the prophetic ſtile, Joel 11. 6. 


But the ſame divine goodneſs, which we 
had before ſo often experienced, interpoſed 
for us here allo. God ſent us ſcaſonable 
relief. He put it into the hearts of the 
principal perſons in the nation, to implore 
the aſſiſtance of the Prince of Orange, the 
Sovereign's ſon in-law; and this great 
and noble ſpirited Prince did, at our 
enrneſt and reiterated intreaties, put his 
life in his hand, and expoſed hinielf for 
our reſcue, not only to the dangers of the 
ſea, but allo to thole more dangerous 
ttorme, which popiſh fury and revenge 
would execute againſt him on thore. God 

was 


(87: 
was pleaſed to crown the generous enter- 
rize with a deſired ſucceſs. That Prince 
anded at the 'Tor-bay on the fifth of No- 
vember, 1688. Soon after which, the 
unhappy King, who had been groſsly miſ- 
led by popith counſels, and thoſe ſuper— 
ſtitious and tyrannical principles infuſed 
into him, during his exile among Papiſts, 
abdicated and fled; and the body of the 
nation regularly convened, did, in grati- 
tude, and with great unanimity, place the 
crown on the head of their glorious de- 
liverer King William, of immortal memory. 
From which time we date the Revolution. 


I have paſſed over the inhuman and 
bloody inalficre in Ireland, in the reign of 
King Charles the firſt ; when, according to 
the Iriſh accounts, above one hundred and 
fifty thouſand Proteſtants were butchered in 
cold blood; but others ſay, double that num- 
ber then fell, by the cruel hearts, and barba- 
rous hands, of the Papiſts. And indeed the 
confuſions and diſtractions, which accom- 
panied almolt that whole reign, gave the 
Papiſts great advantage againſt us, which 
confuſions ended not, but with the behead- 
ing of the Sovereign. 


4. From the Papiſti in the reigu of Queen 
auc. In the eight firit years of which, 
our fucceis againſt a popith monarch, and 
intereſt abroad, were great and glorious; 
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but, in the latter part of that reign, po- 
piſh 1 were buſy plotting and con- 
triving how to deprive us of the proteſtant 
religion, and our civil liberties. So great 
was their influence with that Queen, that 
ſhe at laſt was prevailed on to tend an in- 
vitation to the Pretender, to come, and take 
upon him the crown of theſe kingdoms. 
But this invitation became the ruin of their 


ſcheme, through the overruling conduct 


of Providence, for the perſon who was ſent 


with the invitation, went to the Elector 
of Hanover, inſtead of going to the Pre- 


tender; and, by that means, all their 
deſigns proved abortive. 


5. I might now proceed to take notice of 
the deliverances. wrought out for us at 
Preſton and Dumblain, in the year 1715, 
in the reign of King George the firſt ; 
and at Culloden, in the year 1745, in the 
reign of King George the ſecond. But, 
as I am afraid I have already ſaid too 
much, I ſhall only obſerve, That as the 
rebels in the reigns of both father and ſon, 
took much the tame rout, ſo they met with 
the ſame fate. Their attempt in both 
reigns, was to ſet a popith Prince on the 


throne of theſe kingdoms, but a kind 


Providence rendered their efforts abortive. 
From a view of the whole, it is evident, 
that the deſigns of the Papiſts, were to 
take away our religion, our laws, and our 

liberties; 


E 
liberties; but the wiſdom, the power, the 
goodneſs, and ſovereignty of God, were 
viſibly diſplayed in the whole progreſs of 
theſe grand affairs, and of our ſalvation. 


5. And laſt obſervation: That when we 
are unjuſtly attacked by our enemies, it is 
another good reaſon to hope, that God will 
appear for us, and give ſucceſs to our arms, 
taken up in our own defence. But as the 
truth of this obſervation will evidently 
appear in a farther profecution of this 
ſubject, I thall ſay no more of it in this 
place. | 


All theſe obſervations have an evident 
foundation in the words of our text, and 
we might enlarge in the illuſtration of moſt 
of them to our profit. But what I more 
particularly intend is, to confine myſelf to 
one only, from the ſcope and deſign of 
Jehoſhaphat's prayer, which is this: That 
God's help and aſſiſtance is earneſtly to be 
prayed for, for making our armies vi&to- 
rious. O our God, wilt thou not judge 
them, for we have no might againſt this 
great company that cometh againſt us, 
„ neither know we what to do; but our 
eyes are unto thee, our entire dependence 


is upon thee, and all our expectation is 
from thee.” 


Jehoſhaphat had a great army, though 


inferior in number to that of his enemies, 
but 
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but he did not truſt to it, as well-knowin 
that nothing was to be expected from it 
without God's preſence and bleſſing, aid 
and aſſiſtance. 


For opening this obſervation, let us con- 
ſider, that ſecond cauſes have their ſphere 
to act in; but God, the firſt cauſe, is in- 
finitely above or ſuperior to them. He doth 
not 111 our day render means unneceflary by 
miracles, but he renders them effectual by 
the concurrent exerciſe of his own power. 
We are not to expect that he ſhould defend 
us, or give us victory over our enemies, 
merely by legions of inviſible angels, when 
there are men to be employed for ſuch a 
3 He that rules in the armies of 

eaven, makes uſe of armies upon earth 
too, and manages their military acts for 
the fulfilling his own ends. The Son of 
God in human thape, appeared as chief 
captain of the hoſt of the Lord, when 
Joſhua was their viſible leader, Joth. v. 
14. The word of the Lord alſo, had the 
pre-eminence, when the tword of Gideon 
was drawn, ſud. vii. 18. It is the preſence 
or abſence of God, which makes the event 
of all warlike expeditions, good or bad, 
proſperous or calamitous. Deborah ani- 
mates Barak with this, that Sicera would 
certainly fall into his hand, becauſe the 
Lord was gone out before him, Jud. iv. 14. 
And on the other hand, the Ptalmift com- 
_ plains 


3 
ee that God made the Iſraelites to turn 
back from the enemy, becauſe he went not 
along with them. Thou haſt caſt us off, 
and put us to ſhame, and goeſt not forth 
* with our armies: thou —— us to turn 
* back from the enemy, and they that hate 
* us ſpoil for themſelves,” Pſal. xliv. , 
10. Men have their part to perform, but 
the. divine preſence and help, aid and 
aſſiſtance, is the principal thing. Upon 
this account, Moſes was not content with 
the guidance of an angel, without the 
preſence of God himſelf. If thy preſence 
8 50 not up with me, carry us not up 
« hence,” Exod. xxxiii. 15. Therefore, 
God's preſence and bleſſing with, and upon 
our armies, is moſt neceſſary and ad- 
2 and earneſtly to be prayed 
or. 5 = | 


Permit me here to mention three or four 
purpoſes, to which the divine preſence with 
our armies is neceſſary and advantageous. 


And 1. The divine preſence with our 
armies, is neceſſary 1 advantageous to 
endue them with ſkill and prudence, for 
their proper work. Multitudes of perſons 
engage in this ſervice, who never had the 
opportunity of improving themſelves by 
frequent practice, according to the methods 
and rules of art; whom God, neverthelets, 
can inſtruct to diſcretion in the employ- 
C | ment 
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ment, as he doth the huſbandman, Iſa. 
xxviii. 26. He who is wonderful in coun- 
ſel, and excellent in working, does there- 
fore frequently chuſe, even in this caſe, the 
fooliſh things of the world, to confound 
the wiſdom of the wiſe ; men that have but 
little experience, and as little wiſdom of 
that kind, to foil the the greateſt com- 
manders. What was David, but a raw 
ſtripling, that ran from the ſheepfold to 
the camp; and, in a little while, he was 
{et over the men of war, and made himſelf . 
ſo tamous, that the ſlaying of ten thouſands 
was aſcribed to him, and but thouſands to 
Saul, 1. Sam. xviii. 7. the true cauſe. of 
which is mentioned in the 12th verſe: 
„The Lord was with him.” And David 
himſelf makes a particular acknowledge- 
ment of it, Bleſſed be the Lord my 
« ſtrength, which teacheth my hands to 
„ war, and my fingers to fight,” Pal. 
cxliv. 1. His hands had been uſed to the 
ſhepherd's crook, and his fingers to the 
harp; but God taught his hands to war, 
and his fingers to fight, and he here aſ- 
cribes to God the glory of his military ſkill; 

: 

2. To the ſucceſs and victory of our 
armies, it is neceſſary that God inſpire them 
with courage. God can eaſily diffule a 
wonderful vigour into men's ſpirits, by his 
unſeen influence. The preſence and bleſſing 
of God with an army, creates ſuch an 
extra- 
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extraordinary chearfulneſs and joy, that 
whey a juſt and gracious Prince comes into 
the field, he is received by his ſubjects and 
ſoldiers, with univerſal acclamations; and, 
it is thought, that Balaam refers to this, 
when he ſays, concerning Jacob and Iſrael, 
„The Lord his God is with him, and the 
« ſhout of a King is among them,” Num. 
XXiii. 21. The preſence of God with 
armies, fills them with ſuch life, that they 
can look death in the face without paleneſs 
or dejection. They value nothing that 
ſtands in their way. There is no ſuch for- 
titude in the world, as that which proceeds 
from the preſence of God. What hard- 
ſhips will men rejoice to endure ! What 
dangers will they prepare to meet, who 
feel an Immanuel, God with them! How 
does this ſtrengthen men's hearts and 
hands, and raiſe them to more than heroic 
pitch. This quickened Jael, one of the 
feebler ſex, to do execution on the mighty 
Sicera, the general of King Jabin's army, 
E iv. 21. and hath otten prompted {mall 

andfuls of men to be the bold aſſailants 
of the moſt unequal numbers, | 


3. God's preſence and bleſſing with an 
army, prevents their enemies from making 
any remarkable reſiſtance. This God does, 


where he is preſent, two ways; in blindins 
and in tert itying them. F it, in blinding. 
them: I do not mean literally, as God 


C 2 did 


„ 
did to the Syrian dragoons, that the King 
ſent to apprehend Elia; but, in con- 
3 and perplexing their counſels 
and deſigns, and bereaving them of the 
uſe of that wiſdom and cunning, which 
they have. When Abſolam's conſpiracy 
againſt his father David was grown ftron a 
God ſecured David, by turning the ſubtle 
and politic counſels of Ahithophel- into 
foolithneſs, 2. Sam. xvii. 14. God firſt 
infatuates thoſe he intends to overthrow ; he 
throws their reaſon and judgment into a 
dead fleep, and ſo hurries their diſtracted 
thoughts, that they cannot think one 
thought to their advantage. If God be on 
our fide, he will make thoſe that are againſt 
us, to take ſuch methods, whereby they 
ſhall deſtroy themſelves ; or, if he be againſt 
us, it will be the reverſe. Sccondly, in 
terrifying them. There are are many in- 
ſtances of this in the Scripture. The 
. had their chariot wheels taken 
off in the red ſea, by God's troubling them, 
and the dreadful apprehenſion of his fight- 
ing for Iſrael againſt them, Exod. xiv. 24, 
25, And many years after that, it was 
ropheſied, that Egypt ſhould tremble, 
horde of the thaking of the hand of the 
Lord of Hoſts, Ha, xix. 16. The Phi- 
liſtines were frightened with the appre- 
henſion of God's coming into the Iſraelitiſn 
camp, when they ſhouted at the arrival of 
the ark. King Saul was perfectly diſani- 
„ mated, 


| „ 
mated, and loſt the ſpirit which he once 
had, when God departed from him, and in 
the end became his own murderer, for fear 
of dying by the hand of his enemies. It 1s 
an eaſy matter for God to change the very 
tempers of men, from the greateit courage, 
to the moſt fordid and ſhameful cowardice. 
God can, in a moment, take away the 
hearts, and diſpirit the ſtouteſt enemies, 
and by that means diſable them, and pre- 
vent them making that oppoſition and re- 
ſiſtance, which otherwiſe they would. 


4. God's preſence and bleſſing with our 
armies is neceſſary and advantageous, by 
ordering and governing of all thoſe things, 
which to us appear moſt caſual and con- 
tingent. Thoje things that are wholly out 
of our power, God can make to ſerve our 
purpole, as the ſame waters which ſtood up 
like a wall for the ſalvation of the Iſraelites 
.of old, and fell down again for a grave to 
the Egyptians; ſo now he can caule the 
elements of nature to favour us, or to fight 
againſt us. In the twinkling of an eye he 
can do that, which many united hands 
cannot do in the compaſs of ſeveral months 
or years. Every ball that is fired, ſhall 
enter where God directs it; and the ſteadieſt 
aims of men ſignify nothing in compariſon 
of the eye of God. He that covers the 
heads of his friends in the day of battle, 
can ſet up the bodies of his enemies, and 
ours, as an appointed mark for the inſtru- 
| ments 
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ments of death. The man that drew a 
bow at a venture, ſmote the King of Iſrael, 
though in diſguiſe, between the joints of 
the harneſs, becauſe it was God that guided 
the arrow, 1. Kings, xxii. 34. So when 
the ſtone out of David's ſling ſunk into 
Goliah's forehead, which proved his death, 
and the routing of the whole hoſts of the 
Philiſtines, we read, that it was God that 
gave him into his hands, 1. Sam. xvil. 47. 
Accidents ſeemingly moſt uncertain, as 
well as minute and inconſiderable, fre- 
quently carry a heavy ſtroke in determining 
victories. Good reaſon, therefore, had the 
Pſalmiſt to pray as he did, Give us help 
from trouble, for vain is the help of 
„ man,“ Pal. lx. 11, 12. Not vain in 
conjunction with God, but vain without 
him. Throygh God we ſhall do valiantly. 
We are the immediate agents, but he fur- 
niſhes with the active power, and brings 
forth the happy effect, for it is he thall 
tread down our enemies. 


From what has been ſaid, we may infer: 


1. That man ought not to boaſt of, or 
truſt in, the acquiſition of wiſdom or 
knowledge, in an abſtracted ſenſe. When 
there is a wiſe Prince on the throne, or at 
the helm of affairs, attended with prudent 
counſellors, men of underſtanding in the 
times, to know what ought to be done in 
different conjunctaries, or who have 2 

om 
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dom to diſcern both time and judgment, 
like the men of Ifachar, 1. Chron. x11. 32. 
When the direction of the affairs is in the 
hands of men of knowledge and prudence, 
of eminent natural abilities, and mature 
experience: of ſuch as are deep in their 
ſearches, cool in their deliberations, and 
ſteady in their reſolutions; and who under- 
ſtand well the ſtate and circumſtances of 
their own country, and thoſe of their 
neighbours too; and who withal have the 
nation's intereſt at heart, and not merely 
the aggrandizers of themſelves upon the 
ſpoils of the people. I ſay, when the above 
is the caſe, man ſhould not put a vain con- 
fidence in, boaſt of, and expect defence and 
victory from, his great wiſdom, or political 
pe 37-5 for it 1s fooliſhneſs in the ſight 
of God. 


2. That man, even the mighty man, 
ſhould not glory in his might or power. 
The wiſeſt counſels cannot manage a war, 
without hands to execute them. A nu- 
merous 7 well diſciplined troops, a 
powerful navy, ſtrong alliances, brave 
commanders, not cramped by private in- 
ſtructions, or procured by knaviſh mini- 
ſters; and a courageous people, reſolute to 
defend their intereſts, are favourable ſym 
toms of ſucceſs: yet they may be truſted in 
too much, and prove of no good effect. 
Let princes, legiſlators, the military on 
land, and the navy at fea, and all people 

| CON- 
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concerned in war, put their truſt in, and 
expect defence and ſalvation from the Au- 


thor of nature, the King and Governor, and 
Judge of the nations, the Lord of Hoſts. 


3- That man, though loaded with riches 


or wealth, thould not make them his con- 
hdence and boaſt. Riches are uſually and 


juſtly called the finews of war. I he wiſeſt 
counſellors, and beſt forces, may be of no 
effect for want of wealth and treaſure. 
War cannot be maintained without riches. 
Poverty ſinks a nation's courage. But if 
there be plenty, and large funds in readi- 
neſs, and duly applied for the ſupply of the 
army and navy, and not for bribery and 
corruption, it is a gs, circumſtance. 
When wiſdom, might, and riches, unite 
in any nation or people, who is not ready to 
fay, © Happy is the people that is in ſuch a 
caſe!“ Pial. cxliv. 15. eſpecially, if fuch 
a nation or people apprehend themſelves to 
be ſuperior in any, or all of thoſe things, 
to thoſe with whom they are at war. Such 


things are of infinite advantage when pro- 


perly uſed, in a juſt cauſe, and under the 
direction and aſſiſtance of God; yet all 
theſe, truſted in, or boaſted of, withaut 
God, or more than God, or in oppoſition 
to God, will not do. | h 


4. That man ſhould put his truſt in the 
living God. For, there are many ways, 
by which the ſuperior wiſdom and omnipo- 
. tent 


3 
tent power of God; can fruſtrate all hus 
man wiſdom, power, or policy. He can 
take the wiſe in their own craftineſs, Job 
v. 13. and lead counſellors away ſpoiled, 
Job xu. 17. How often have Princes been 
infatuated to reject the good counſels of the 
wiſe and prudent; and to follow unreaſon- 
able and pernicivus advices. Abſolam and 
Rehobohim did ſo. There are many ac- 
cidents, which the wiſeſt and molt prudent 
can neither foreſee nor provide againſt, any 
one of which may baffle the beſt concerted 
meaſures, and produce great changes in a 
kingdom, government, or people. Or, 
in the midi of danger, and time of the 
teſt need, the wiſeſt heads may fall by 
Tonk; and in that very day, their thoughts 
periſh, Plal. cxlvi. 4. 


As to might or power, all human force 
is nothing without God, and worle than 
nothing againſt him. Solomon obierves, 
That the battle is not always to the ſtrong, 
Eccl. ix. 11. and David, his father, ſays, 
That no King is ſaved by the multitude of 
an hoſt, Pſal. xxx111. 16. We cannot con- 
clude the certainty of events, merely from 
the power and probability of ſecond caules. 
The chances of war are a common proverb. 
Armies that ſcemed ſure of victory, have 
been taken at a ſurpriſe, and defeated ;. - 
thoſe who have conquered in one battle, 
have been triumphed over in another ; fatal. 

D ſickneis 


1 

fickneſs have ſwept away the braveſt ſol- 

diers; a formidable navy may be conquered 
by waves, and ſhipwrecked' in a ſtorm ; 
allies may change ſides; the commanding 
officers in a navy or army, admirals, or 
generals, may be corrupted, and become 
careleſs of a nation's defence; and the 
officers in an army, that ſeems almoſt in- 
vincible by any human power, may, by 
their diviſions, ruin it. 


As to riches and wealth, the great 
AI Payl has told us, and experience in 
all ages has confirmed it, that they are 
uncertain, 1. Tim. vi. 17. How eaſily 
may trade be interrupted, and riches ex- 
hauſted; or God, by unkindly ſeaſons, 
may ſend a ſcarcity of proviſions, without 
which, even money will be of little uſe, for 


a nation's defence. 


The folly and vanity of an undue con- 
fidence and glorying in wiſdom, power, 
and riches, will appear, if we conſider, 
that it is the direct way to hinder their in- 
ſtrumental uſefulneſs. They may be very 
ſerviceable, and anſwer their promiſing ap- 
pearance, if they be relied upon under 
| Bod: but when we relie upon them with- 
out an eye to God, we provoke him to blaſt 
them, and without his bleſſing, our-gover- 


1 -gors, out fleets, our armies, will be of no 


2 


vic to us. | 
| 2 Taere- 
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Therefore, as we, in Great Britain, are 
at preſent engaged in a war, which is de- 
ſtructive to our countrymen and treaſure, 
let it be our principal care and concern, 


1. To ſecure an intereſt in the divine 
favour. The preſent proſpect of affairs is 
truly melancholy, affecting, and alarming; 
and loudly calls upon us, to ſecure the di- 
vine favour and protection. God hath a 
controverſy with us. Our fins are the real 
ground of our national calamities, and the 
8 true cauſe of all our preſent diſtreſſes. As 
for mercies, we have been highly exalted; 
but, for our ſins, we deſerve to be debaſed. 
Let us turn to God, and ſeek him with our 
whole hearts; confeis and bewail our ſins 
in his ſight; deprecate thoſe judgments, | 
and that wrath, that is due to us for them ; 
and humbly and earneſtly pray to him, for 
Chriſt's ſake, to pardon them. For, would 


| every one in the nation reform himſelf, we 


— 


might hope that the preſent war would have 
a good and ſpeedy iſſue. When evangelical 
as flouriſhes among a people, as, a 
lively faith in Chriſt ; ſincere love to God; 
acts of love one to another; theſe are things 
in which God delight, aad were theie 
things prevailing in every part of the nation, 
we might hope that God would delight in 
us to do us good. e 


2. To put our main truſt and confidenge # 
in God, and not in the nation's countels, = 
D 2 _—_ 
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fleets, forces, and riches, and ſuch like 


external means of defence. God is al- 


mighty in power, infinite in wiſdom, and 
boundleſs in love; and if we commit our- 
ſelves, and our caule, into his hands, with 
a ſincere defire and a pure intention. to hve 
wholly to his honour and glory; and evi- 
dence our er and purity of intention, 
by works meet for repentance, and the 
fruits of the ſpirit of God in our hearts 
and lives, we may humbly hope that he 
will come to our help, and be a wall of 
ſalvation around, aud the glory in the 
midſt of us. 


To beware that we do not hate and 
deſpiſe our enemies, as if they were not of 
the ſame ſpecies with ourſelves. For God 
has made of one blood all the nations of 
the earth; he is loving to every man, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works. 
As Chriſtians, the command of Chriſt to 
us is, „But I ſay unto you, love your 
* enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 


good to them that hate you, and pray for 


them which deſpitefully uſe you and per- 
ſecute ju That ye may be the chil- 
# dren of your Father which is in heaven; 


„ for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil 


and on the good, and ſendeth rain on 


the juſt and on the unjuſt. For if ye love 


8 
N 


„them which love you, what reward have 
If ye? do not even the Publicans the ſame? 
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And if ye ſalute your brethren only, 
„% what do ye more than others? do not 
* eyen the Publicans ſo? Be ye therefore 


66 any] even as your father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” 


LY 


s 


* 


« O God thou haſt made the earth to 
tremble; thou haſt broken it; heal the 
begins thereof, for it ſhaketh, . 


wh, 


Note, The 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, roth, rrth, and 12th Verſes 
of the Text were omitted at the beginning through miſtake. 


